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Purpose: To help students see that when it comes to our relationship with God, it begins with His love reaching out 
to us first.

Scripture Passage: Romans 5:6-8

Lesson Snapshot: This lesson uses Drive: Part 1 to teach your students about the pursuing nature of God’s love. 
The video will help your students start thinking about the kind of love that reaches out to others. The words of Paul 
from Romans will show them the beautiful picture of God’s love reaching out to them through Jesus. In the first seg-
ment from the movie Drive we are introduced to Bill Amos, an older mechanic who has a knack for talking and under-
standing people. You’ll meet a mysterious and bitter young man who wanders into Bill’s auto shop asking about two 
people in town. Soon, Bill has seen through the rough exterior of the young man and convinced him to work at his 
shop for a couple of days. Your lesson will flow from the scene where Bill makes four statements about the stranger’s 
life in order to convince him to stay.

Lesson Plan
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Main Event where you’ll watch one 
of the four Drive videos; the Bible study/discussion section called Digging In; and an application-focused segment 
called The Last Word.

The Main Event
Note: Now is the time to make sure you have your video ready. If you haven’t downloaded it yet, your video is located under your “MY DOWNLOAD-
ABLE PRODUCTS” dashboard in your ym360 online account. Login to your account at https://youthministry360.com/customer/account/login.

Set-up: You’ll need to be prepared to show Drive: Part 1.

FIRST, prepare your students for the first segment of Drive by saying something like this:
 •  During the next four weeks, we’re going to be watching the short movie Drive. Each week we will be-

gin our Bible study by watching part of the movie, which is a story about a young man who ultimate-
ly discovers the nature of real love. The story portrayed in the movie will help serve as a metaphor 
of sorts for our own discovery about the nature of God’s love. Every week you’ll see a new picture of 
the love of God, and discover just how much He desires to have a relationship with you, a relation-
ship that will totally change your life.

 
THEN, if students don’t have any questions, play Drive: Part 1. When you are ready, transition to the Digging In sec-
tion of the lesson.

Digging In
Set-up: Make sure students have access to a Bible or a device with a Bible app on it, even if it means looking on 
with a friend. 

FIRST, engage your students by getting them to talk about the first part of the movie Drive. You can use the following 
questions to help guide the conversation.
 • What are some of the things Bill said that let you know how much he loved working on vehicles?
  o  Answer: The way he talked while working, personalizing the parts of the motor, treating the truck 

like an old friend, etc.
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	 •	What	was	the	first	clue	that	this	was	a	troubled	young	man?
  o Answer: His sarcastic remarks, his demeanor, etc.
 • What could Bill have done when the sheriff called?
  o Answers will vary.
 •  Why do you think Bill did not tell the sheriff about the young man? What ways did Bill use to reach 

out to the young man?
  o Answers will vary.

This last question is important in setting up the Bible passage you will use later:
 •  When the sheriff called and Bill found out the stranger had stolen money from a lady in town, what 

could the young man do at that point to stay out of jail?
  o Answer: Outside of running away, nothing. He was utterly helpless at that point.

THEN, begin to move on to the Bible study by saying:
 •  Jesus used many approaches to help Him teach. He used object lessons, stories, visuals, and so 

on. Today we’re using the movie Drive	as	a	way	to	help	you	see	a	specific	truth	from	the	Bible.	In	a	
way, it functions kind of like the parables Jesus told. It’s a story that teaches us principles about 
God. So, let’s get out your Bibles and get started.

 
NEXT, ask your students to find chapter 5 in the book of Romans. Provide a little background by telling them that 
Romans was written by Paul, a devout Jew who used to kill Christians before God changed his life. Explain that Paul 
wrote almost half of the books in the New Testament, and his book to the Romans is an awesome explanation of 
salvation and God’s love. Help them see that in the chapters before our Bible study passage, Paul has presented a 
clear picture of sin and how we as people stand hopeless before a holy God.

THEN, read or have a student read Romans 5:6 and use the following questions to help your students understand 
the passage as it applies to God’s love:
 •  Looking at verse 6, what are some of the words your version of the Bible uses to describe man’s 

condition, standing before God as sinners?
  o Answer: Powerless, weak, utterly helpless, without strength, and so on.
 • What does that mean?
  o  Answer: Since we are all sinners we have absolutely no way, in our power, to fix the broken rela-

tionship we are born into with God. No matter how strong we are, no matter how determined we 
are, no matter how positive we are, we are powerless to fix the gap between God and ourselves.

 • What did God do that allows us sinners to have a relationship with Him?
  o  Answer: God sent Jesus to take on our sinful nature and die for us. Note that God was one who ini-

tiated this act of love, and that His love is always reaching out to us. If you have time you may want 
to comment on the part of the verse that mentions this was done at just the right time, meaning that 
God’s timing in His reaching out in love is always perfect, even today.

Remind students that in the video Bill reached out in love to the young man, even when he found out the stranger 
had broken the law by stealing from a lady in town. Comment that God’s love is like that, always taking the first step 
toward us even though we don’t deserve that love.

NEXT, read or have a student read verses 7-8. Ask the students the following questions to help them understand 
these verses:
 • Can you name the three types of people Paul mentioned in the verses?
  o Answer: The righteous, the good, and the ungodly.
 • Do you know what those words mean? 
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  o  Answer: The righteous were those who kept the laws of God and did just what they were suppose 
to, but no more. The godly kept the law and went above and beyond to help people and take care 
of those in need. The ungodly were non-Jews and those considered as outcast in God’s eyes.

 • What does the whole “dying for some and not others” thing mean?
  o  Answer: Paul’s point was that if it came down to one man giving up his life for another, it would be 

hard to find anyone to die for the righteous since they did only what was required by the Jewish law. 
You might find someone to die for the good since they always went way beyond the law and were 
usually well thought of in the community. No one would even think about dying an ungodly person.

 • So what was Paul saying?
  o  Answer: While no one in Paul’s day would ever give up his life for all three groups of people recog-

nized by the Jews, Jesus did. In fact, according to Paul we all are the ungodly when it comes to our 
sinful nature.

Help the students see that God’s love reaches out to ALL people. Even today the call to salvation is to all because 
Christ died for all. Remind them that we did nothing to deserve salvation and that makes the reaching out aspect of 
God’s love even more incredible. Tell them Jesus’ death for our sin was a demonstration of God’s love. And what a 
demonstration it was!

FINALLY, begin to wrap up your Bible study time by connecting the Bible passage to the video by saying:
 •  Bill was working on a truck in his shop when he met a young man, a stranger in town. During a 

phone call from the sheriff the young man hears Bill acknowledge his stealing from a lady in town 
and realizes he is busted. Rather than turn the young man in, Bill reaches out to him by getting him 
to work for him for a few days. God’s love reaches out to us because as we stand before God, bust-
ed because of our sin, He offers us hope and salvation. Just like the young man, we did nothing to 
deserve this act of love. It was all about God reaching out to us while we were still ungodly sinners. 

Take a few minutes to ask if anyone has recently made their decision to accept Christ or if anyone feels God calling 
them to make that decision. Then move on to the application part of the lesson, The Last Word. 

The Last Word
Set-up: If you can, bring a radio to the study. It would help to have something to write on like a dry-erase board.

FIRST, remind your students how incredible it is that God made the first step in our relationship with Him by sending 
Jesus to take our place on the cross. Ask them if they still think God is reaching out with love to people today. Then 
tell the students this story:
 •  You might not realize it, but right now there are radio signals passing through this room. There are 

country songs, talk radio discussions, and even praise and worship music zipping by without us 
even being aware of their presence. To pick up these signals we would need a radio in the room. (If 
you brought a radio turn it on and tune it in to a clear signal station. Let a portion of a song play and 
comment how that song was playing and we were not even aware of it going on.) 

NEXT ask these the students these questions:
 • Just because we could not hear the radio signals does that mean they were not beaming out?
 • How is this like God’s love?
  o Answer: God’s love is beaming to the world 24/7, but many people are not aware He is reaching out in love.
 •  Can you think of some things that can help people tune into to God’s love? (If you have a way to dis-

play their answers, write down the student responses.)
  o Answer: The Bible, praying, listening to praise music, observing nature, etc. 
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  o  If someone did not mention the role of Christians in showing God’s love, point that out and write it 
on the board.

THEN, ask them to think of some ways they can help people around them like friends, people at school, and family 
members tune in to the awesome reality of God’s love. 
 •  Answers might include helping feed the poor, assisting with a neighborhood kid’s Bible club, setting aside 

time for a mission trip, praying for people, being involved in a church, encouraging those who are strug-
gling, witnessing to people, living a life that points people to God, etc.

Bring it down a little more personally by asking each student to think of one way they can demonstrate the love of 
God to someone this week. Encourage them to write their action response down somewhere. Remind the students 
that God’s timing is always perfect, and their exposure to this lesson and the opportunities to act in love will not be 
an accident.  

If you have time invite students to share their thoughts about how God can reach out with love to others through 
them. Encourage the students to follow through with their plans and tell them you will pray for them.

FINALLY, bring the Bible study to a close and prepare the students for the next lesson by using the following thoughts:
	 •		Because	of	the	original	sin,	we	were	completely	helpless	to	fix	our	relationship	with	God.
 •  At just the right time God sent His son Jesus to die on the cross for all sin and forever bridge the 

gap between Him and us.
 •  Jesus died for all and God reaches out to the world with His message of love to all.
 •  God can use you and me to help others see and understand the love of God. You choose whether or 

not to be a way to show God’s love to those around you.

Make sure you don’t miss any final questions or thoughts, and then close in prayer.

Don’t forget to distribute the Student Devotions to your students this week. If you’re printing them, have them avail-
able for students as you wrap up class. If you’re posting them on Instagram, texting a link, or some other means of 
electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be receiving them.

We Want To Hear From You . . . 
 • Do you have questions about a lesson? 
 • Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 
 • Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, comments, 
or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.


