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About This 

ExtraOrdinary Book
When we consider our identities as Christ-followers, the Easter story is 
at the very core of who we are. 

But if we’re not careful, we can miss the chance to truly take in all Easter 
has to offer us. When we don’t prepare mentally and spiritually for Eas-
ter, we lose the chance for Christ to draw us deeper into what it means 
to follow after Him. We lose the chance to focus on sin and grace and 
death and life. We lose the chance to grow closer to Christ. 

That’s where An (Extra)Ordinary Easter comes in. In An (Extra)Ordinary 
Easter you’ll find 40 daily devotions designed specifically for Easter/
Lent. What if you’ve never done Lent before? You know, Lent is more 
than just giving up something. Lent is about preparing yourself for Eas-
ter. It’s about getting in a place where you can appreciate all that is 
going on in the Easter narrative. 

These 40 days will get your head and heart in the right place to both 
mourn Christ’s death and celebrate His resurrection. 

If you enjoy these EASTER devotions, 
you’ll really love (Extra)Ordinary! 

These devotions were actually taken from (Extra)
Ordinary, an awesome 365-day devotional book 
unlike any other year-long devotion you’ve ever 
seen. This is a devotion teenagers like you will ac-
tually stick with all year round. (Extra)Ordinary is 
designed to address exactly what you’re dealing 
with as you live your life as a Christ-follower. It’s 
flexible enough to allow you to tailor the content 
to the issues that matter to you. 

But don’t take our word for it. See it for yourself. 
To see what makes (Extra)Ordinary so unique, check out a 
FREE sample at youthministry360.com/products/extraordinary



Lent 1

40

40. It’s an interesting number in the Bible. We see it crop up often. 
Some of the most notable are the 40 days in the boat with Noah, 
the Israelites’ 40 years wandering in the desert, and Jesus’ 40 days 
in the wilderness. In each of these situations, we see a time of reflec-
tion, testing, and trial. Over the next 40 days, not including Sundays, 
you will work through some tough images, verses and stories. You 
will, through this devotional, dive deep into the words of the story of 
abuse, crucifixion, and death of our Lord. And hopefully, you’ll learn 
something about yourself and about God as a result. 

There are many times where this story loses some of its meaning for 
us because of how many times we’ve heard it. Over the next 40 days 
of Lent I want you to focus on each of these words and as you take 
on this daily journey with Jesus through His death and resurrection. I 
want you to let it be a point of reflection for you in your life. 

We’re often encouraged to give up something for Lent. This is always 
a good thing. This Lent I want to encourage you to deny yourself 
something that will draw your heart and mind toward Jesus. Only you 
know what that is. Prayerfully consider what you think God might be 
telling you to do without.

>Matthew 16:21<
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusa-
lem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of 

the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

Lent 2

Ashes 

Ashes are the beginning of our journey. It’s strange to begin a journey 
with something so simple and dirty as ashes, but they remind us of 
a couple of things that we have to remember in order to go on this 
journey. The first is that we’re human, and because we’re human we 
will one day die. The Bible says that it is from dust that we came and 
it is to dust we will return. We have to remember our own mortality, 
and that we only have a certain amount of time here. There are only 
a certain amount of days that we have to do what God is calling us to 
do. Our time is limited. 

The ashes also remind us that the business of the cross is a dirty one. 
It’s dirty for humanity because we’re the ones who put Jesus on the 
cross. We’re the ones who took pure beauty and killed it on a Roman 
torture device. The business of the cross is messy and it gets all of our 
hands dirty, even God’s.  

God entered into this relationship with us knowing that it would be 
dirty. Even in creation it says that God reached down into the dirt 
and created humanity, then blew the breath of life into it. From day 
one to the day of the cross, humanity has been a dirty endeavor for 
God. So as we begin the endeavor of this journey to the cross, we 
too must get a little dirty. If your church practices ash Wednesday, 
I encourage you to participate in it. It’s an outward symbol that we 
are doing something together with the rest of the faithful during this 
Lenten season. 

>Genesis 3:19<
For dust you are and to dust you will return.
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Lent 13

trial 

Life isn’t always fair. We’re not always fair. Just ask Jesus. You have 
a person who did nothing but good for the world and the people 
around Him. You have a person who loved the unlovable, taught 
about God’s goodness and grace, and brought healing to those He 
met. He was goodness in flesh. So, not only did He not do anything 
criminal, He was the epitome of goodness in our world. When they 
arrested Jesus, the rulers played a tennis match with His trial. Neither 
Pilate nor Herod wanted anything to do with His trial. They knew that 
it was a politically volatile time in the city. Tensions were up and Jesus 
was a well-known figure. They pushed Jesus back and forth between 
them, neither wanting His blood on their hands. Finally, after several 
volleys with His life, the task landed on Pilate. Reluctantly he gave into 
the people and handed over Jesus, even though He had done noth-
ing, and more than once had been cleared by the rulers of the land.

There are times in our lives and the lives of others where we will suffer 
unjustly. There are examples all over our country and world of where 
people suffer needlessly, having to live lives that are cruelly unfair. To-
day pray for and think about the people in our world who suffer daily 
because the life that was prescribed to them is without fairness and 
hope. Pray for those who live in countries with oppressive govern-
ments, victims of genocide and war, and victims of human trafficking. 
Pray for those suffering from prejudice, unjust laws, and oppressive 
systems. Pray that your voice will join with the loud cries of injustice, 
lobbying for fairness to all. Let our voices be ones who cry out for 
God’s justice in our world.  

>Matthew 27:1-2<
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 

the decision to put Jesus to death.  They bound him, led him away and handed him 
over to Pilate, the governor. 

Lent 14

crowd 

The crowd chanted, “crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate pleaded with 
them that the man had done nothing wrong. But they insisted and 
Pilate turned Jesus over to them. Sometimes, actually a lot of times, 
the “crowd” is just wrong. I want to tell you now that you can’t trust 
something just because it seems popular. I especially believe this in 
regards to religion and God. I find that the closer I read the Bible and 
the accounts of people of faith throughout our history, the less I trust 
the judgment of the many. 

Throughout our history of faith, it seems that the ones who really 
made the difference were the ones who went against the religious 
crowd. Many of them were called extremists and heretics when they 
were alive, though later they were revered as saints. The prophets 
were this way: Moses, Noah, John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, and so on. 
The list goes on and on. This isn’t true with just biblical people either. 
There are loads of people throughout church history who suffered 
because they believed God was doing things a different way and 
called their culture into accountability to follow God’s way.

Just as the crowd was wrong on the day Jesus was crucified, there are 
many that are wrong today. A part of your faith is praying and discern-
ing what God is doing in the world. Even if it’s unpopular and against 
what seems normal. There will be times where you know that you must 
go against the grain and stand up for something that the crowd is for. 
Enter into these situations and decisions with humility, but know that 
the people who we remember in history are not the ones who followed 
the crowd. History remembers those who went against the flow for the 
sake of God and His glory. Does this describe you?  

>Matthew 27:22-24<
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. They all 

answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But 
they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
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Lent 29

spear

I know why this was done. I know why it was ordered that a soldier 
take a spear and stab Jesus in the side. They wanted to make sure 
He was dead. They wanted to make sure it really was finished. But it 
just feels cruel. It just feels like one more literal jab in the side of an 
already horrifying day. 

The Bible says that water and blood poured out from Jesus’ side. I 
think if I were in the crowd it would have been just one more unnec-
essary horrifying act done to such an amazing man that day. When I 
think of the spear, I can’t help but think about how there are just some 
people in our world that can’t seem to catch a break. It’s bad enough 
that they’re down and have been down for some time. It seems like 
when they’re down every once in a while someone will come by and 
give them one more swift kick to make sure they stay down. I bet you 
know people like that. 

Most of us, in a bad time in our lives, will use the saying, “When it rains 
it pours.” These people have never known anything but rainy days. 
The church, we as people of faith, have a call to be with the “least of 
these” and to care for and love them. So today think about who those 
people in this perpetual storm of life. Pray that God will make you a 
healer in their lives and a source of comfort to them in their storm.  

>John 19:33-35<
But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not 

break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, 
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given tes-
timony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he 

testifies so that you also may believe. 

Lent 30

darkness 

It was over. There was nothing left. No hope. No tomorrow.

The Bible says when Jesus breathed His last breath that darkness 
covered the land. You’ll experience the darkness at some point in 
your life. It creeps in and across the landscape of your life until it 
sucks the color from all that you see, and leaves you seeing only grays 
and monotones where there once was vibrant colors and life. Nothing 
seems alive in the darkness. It affects everything and makes its pres-
ence known everywhere. Dark places are scary. They leave us fearful 
of what lurks around the next corner and what lays waiting just out of 
sight that will hurt us and cause us more pain. In the darkness we ex-
perience loneliness, anxiety, and depression. It’s in the darkness that 
our ghosts haunt us more fervently, because the darkness is where 
they are most comfortable. Jesus died and darkness descended over 
the land. 

Darkness, in its most literal definition, is the absence of light. Only 
when light is snuffed out can there be dark. As Jesus exhaled His last 
breath, the light of the world, goodness in flesh, was snuffed out. The 
dark charged triumphantly in taking everything it could, claiming the 
world as its own. In those moments, the blackness seemed to over-
whelm all. 

>Matthew 27:45-46<
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—

which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
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angel 

In the story of the resurrection, there are several messengers who 
interact with the Marys and the Disciples. The word angel when lit-
erally translated means messenger. These angels were there at the 
tomb and were announcing that everything was different. They were 
announcing to the women that morning that they no longer needed 
to cry or mourn because the one they believed to be dead was alive 
and was going to meet them.

We all have angels in our lives, messengers of hope, grace, and love. 
These people step into our darkest moments, our moments of deep-
est despair, and announce that death can no longer hold back the 
forces of goodness and life. For me these people have come in all 
forms. Some were people who were very close to me and journeyed 
with me through some of my most difficult times. Others were only in 
my life for a short time but in those brief moments they spoke words 
that helped me see empty tombs and life where I only thought death 
existed.

Who are the angels in your life who have spoken hope where hope 
was lost? 

>Luke 24:4-8<
While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed 

like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with 
their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, 

while he was still with you in Galilee:  ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then they 

remembered his words. 

Lent 40

tell 

Go quickly and tell . . . 

We’re here. It’s Easter. We stand in awe at an empty tomb. Death did 
not win, and we now have nothing to fear. Our God is alive and well. 
But that’s not the end of the story. The story continues with us. After 
the angel told the women that Jesus had risen he showed them His 
burial clothes and gave them explicit instructions. “Go quickly and tell 
the disciples.” 

We have a job. We have been witness to the amazing power of God 
in and through the life, teaching, and resurrection of Jesus. We’ve 
witnessed how Jesus heals, loves, gives, and refuses to yield to death. 
We’ve witnessed the living Christ and now we must go. We must go 
and tell the world our story.  The angel didn’t say go and tell the world 
a bunch of theological ideas or how it is wrong. The angel said to go 
and tell the world that Jesus is no longer in the tomb and that God 
had raised Him from death to life. We are called to witness to the way 
Jesus still lives.

Even more so, we are to witness how Jesus’ resurrection has changed 
our lives and how we’re examples of this resurrection. When we really 
know and experience the power of a Jesus who did so much, how can 
we not tell the story of our God? Now, go quickly and tell . . . 

>Matthew 28:7<
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going 

ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you. 
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