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Lesson 1: Alike But Not Alike

What we want students to learn: That they are called by Jesus to be in the world, but to live as if they 
were separate. 

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To honestly evaluate their relationship with cul-
ture, and who their choices say they more strongly identify with: Christ or the world.  

Scripture Focus: John 15:18-21

Supporting Scripture: 1 John 2:15-17

Overview: Do your students know what Jesus meant when He spoke of “the world”? If they don’t, after this 
lesson they will. When Jesus referenced “the world” in John 15, He was talking about the world we live in that 
is defined by its opposition to God and His Kingdom. God and His Kingdom are sacred. The world is secular. 
The world is where your students live, breathe, and do life. It’s kind of like another way of talking about their 
culture. And in their particular context, the world is most commonly interacted with through media. Movies, 
TV, music, the Internet, social networks. . . each of these are consumed daily by students, and each is a major 
part of what defines the “world.” So, what is their relationship with culture? How comfortable are they with 
its messages and values? Do they fit in? Or stand out? In this lesson, you’ll help students see that the nature 
of their relationship with culture is directly related to the nature of their relationship with Jesus. The closer 
they identify with Christ, the less they’ll identify with the world.  

   Teacher Prep Video 
The Jesus And Culture Teacher Prep Videos are short videos designed to help you grasp the main points of 
the lessons as you prepare to teach.

To access your “Jesus And Culture Lesson 1 Teacher Prep Video,” click on the URL below.

Bible Background
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The 
Details gives you background info for each book, The Setting informs you what’s happening in and around 
the passage, and The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.

	 •		What	do	we	mean	by	“context”? In every ym360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a 
point to encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we 
mean at the very least helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and 
why it was written. 

	 •		What’s	The	Big	Deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a 
“big picture” understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story 
of God’s plan of redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help 
summarize the context. 

The Details
	 •		Author: The Gospel of John was written by John, son of Zebedee, a fisherman who left his trade to 

follow Jesus. John also penned the book of Revelation as well as the three letters in the New Testa-
ment that bear his name.
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	 •		Time	frame: The Gospel of John was probably written between 85 and 95 AD. John most likely 
wrote his gospel in Ephesus before he was exiled to Patmos.

	 •		Purpose:	John’s stated purpose for writing this book can be found in John 20:30-31, the last two 
verses in his gospel: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” John’s goal seems to have been to 
clearly communicate a full theology of Jesus as the Messiah, the promised Son of God.

The Setting
John 15 comes in the midst of what the ESV Study Bible calls, “the farewell discourse.” This is a great term 
describing exactly what Jesus is doing in chapters 13-20. Jesus is at the end of His earthly ministry and is 
preparing His disciples to carry on without Him.

John 15 comes shortly after Jesus and His disciples had finished the Last Supper. They were preparing to 
walk from the city of Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives where Jesus would eventually be arrested. Jesus was 
teaching them as they were going, or at least preparing to go. This passage about “the world” comes imme-
diately after Jesus’ teachings on the vine and the branches. 

The Main Point
The main point is that teenagers must see that they are called out by God, set apart to live differently than 
the world around them. When a person is saved through faith in Christ, he or she is given a new identity, mis-
sion, and standard of living. Jesus said the world, those who are opposed to God and His ways, doesn’t un-
derstand this because it doesn’t know God. And thus, the world is hostile to the Christ-follower. Jesus warns 
that this is exactly what we should expect as the world was hostile to Him, too. 

The idea is to help your students grasp the fact that they are different, they are set apart. And because of 
this, their interactions with culture must be different as well. They can’t follow Christ and blend in. The way in 
which they consume culture and interact with it will show where their hearts are.

Lesson Plan
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section 
called The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

The Lead In
 •	Goal:To help students begin to think about the concept of fitting in and not fitting in.
 •		Set-Up: Arrange to display the “Lesson 1 Lead In Activity Sheet” contained in your lesson 1 folder, 

either by printing the PDF (which you’ll want to do if you’re doing the activity in groups) or by 
presenting it digitally. If you do the activity in small groups, you’ll want to make sure students have 
paper and something to write with. 

FIRST, decide if you’ll divide your students into three groups or if you’ll do this as one large group. If you 
divide up into groups, assign one “people group” to each group by giving them one of the images from 
the Activity Sheet. If you’re doing the activity as one large group, simply display the pictures of the various 
people groups as you move through the discussion.

NEXT, explain that you want to take a moment and consider what it means to be a part of various groups. 
After all, most teenagers would identify with some group of people, such as a team, a club, or even just a 
group of friends. Explain that you’re going to have a little fun brainstorming what it might be like to be in-
cluded in a few specific groups. 
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If you’ve broken up into small groups, you’ll want to give the following instructions to each group. (If you’re 
doing the activity as a large group, work through the following prompts for each of the three different 
people groups.) Have students answer some or all of the following about each group:
	 •	What	are	some	examples	of	how	people	in	this	group	might	talk?	
	 •	Where	might	these	people	hang	out	together?
	 •	What	kind	of	music	might	they	like?	
	 •	What	might	their	names	or	nicknames	be?	
	 •	What	kind	of	car	might	they	drive?
	 •	What	might	they	do	for	fun?

If you’re doing the activity in small groups, allow a few minutes for students to come up with their answers, 
then have them take turns sharing with the class what they came up with. Have a lot of fun with this. Encour-
age creativity and overall fun. 

THEN,	when you’ve finished brainstorming what it might be like to be in each of these groups, lead students 
in a brief discussion. Ask:
 •	Would	one	of	the	people	from	the	other	groups	fit	in	with	the	other	groups?	Why	or	why	not?
	 •	Why	do	you	think	groups	develop	their	own	way	of	talking,	dressing,	etc.?
	 •		What	if	one	day,	one	of	the	members	of	the	group	started	acting	like	one	of	the	members	of	an-

other	group?	How	might	they	be	treated?

FINALLY, transition to the Main Event by saying something like the following:
 •		This	activity	isn’t	meant	to	poke	fun	at	anyone,	or	to	say	that	there	is	anything	wrong	with	certain	

groups	having	their	own	culture.	The	idea	is	to	help	you	begin	to	think	about	what	it	means	to	fit	
in.	And	what	it	means	to	not	fit	in.	We’re	starting	a	four-week	look	at	what	Jesus	had	to	say	about	
how	we	interact	and	engage	with	our	culture,	you	know,	the	world	around	us	everyday.	In	today’s	
discussion,	you’re	going	to	see	that	Jesus	had	some	pretty	straightforward	words	on	the	idea	of	
fitting	in.	Let’s	take	a	closer	look.

The Main Event
	 •		Goal:	To help your students understand that they are called by Jesus to be in the world, but to live 

as if they were separate.
	 •	Set	Up: None needed.

FIRST,	make sure you and your students are on the same page when it comes to the concept of culture. Ask 
students what they think of when you talk about what it means to interact with culture. Allow for a few re-
sponses, engaging students based on correct or incorrect responses. Then, use the following explanation to 
clear up exactly what you mean when you talk about culture. Say something like:
 •		The	Bible	uses	the	phrase	“the	world”	to	talk	about	the	culture	we	find	ourselves	living	in.	When	the	

Bible	talks	about	the	world	in	this	way,	it’s	talking	about	the	world	around	us	that	is	in	opposition	
to	God	and	His	Kingdom.	God	and	His	Kingdom	are	sacred.	The	world	is	secular.	The	world	is	where	
you	live,	breathe,	and	do	life.	The	biblical	idea	of	the	world	and	our	understanding	of	our	culture	are	
basically	one	in	the	same.	We	interact	with	the	culture	around	us,	most	commonly	through	media	
such	as	movies,	magazines,	TV,	music,	the	Internet,	and	social	networks.	You	interact	with	these	each	
day,	consuming	so	much	of	our	culture’s	values	and	characteristics.	Over	the	next	few	weeks,	we’ll	be	
looking	at	exactly	what	Jesus	had	to	say	about	how	we	engage	with	culture.	

NEXT,	explain that you’re going to start by looking at what Jesus had to say in the Gospel of John. Instruct 
students to turn to John 15. While students are looking, make sure you take a few moments to provide the 
context for the passage using the Bible Background. Pay close attention to the Setting. Summarize it for 
your students so that they grasp exactly when this passage of Scripture occurs in Jesus’ ministry. 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

This	  is	  just	  a	  sample	  of	  the	  Leader	  Guides	  that	  accompany	  each	  of	  The	  
Jesus	  Studies	  line	  of	  Bible	  Study	  Curriculum.	  

	  
	  
If	  you’re	  interested	  in	  learning	  more	  about	  any	  of	  the	  13	  individual	  studies	  in	  The	  Jesus	  Studies,	  or	  want	  more	  
info	  on	  the	  line	  itself,	  please	  CLICK	  HERE.	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
And	  if	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  about	  this	  study	  or	  any	  other	  study	  from	  ym360,	  or,	  we’re	  	  
here	  to	  help.	  Call	  us	  (888.969.6360),	  email	  us	  (customercare@youthministry360.com),	  	  
or	  Live	  Chat	  us	  through	  the	  link	  located	  at	  the	  top	  of	  any	  youthministry360.com	  page.	  






