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Hark. 

It ’s not a word we use a lot these days. (Unless maybe you’re into talking like 
Shakespeare.) Which is a shame, because it’s a good word. If you’ve heard the word 
before, there’s a good chance it was in the words of the timeless Christmas carol, “Hark! 
The Herald Angel’s Sing,” originally written almost 300 years ago:

“Hark! The herald-angels sing / “Glory to the newborn king; / Peace on earth and mercy mild, / 
God and sinners reconciled.” 

To “hark” means to listen closely. And so the hymn writer was urging us to listen. 
Listen to what? Listen to the angels’ history-altering message: there’s a new King 
born tonight, and He brings peace between God and humankind! This is the Christmas 
message for all the ages, the most important birth announcement ever uttered. 

And yet, if we’re honest, this isn’t the first thing we often think of when we think 
about Christmas. 

Christmas may very well be the busiest time of the year. Peace on earth? Not during 
the month of December. We’re running in so many different directions doing all sorts 
of different Christmas-related tasks, that while fun (tacky sweater party anyone?), 
don’t exactly point us to Christ. If we’re not careful, we can pass most of the month of 
December and not stop to really consider what it is we’re celebrating. 

Which is why the words of the timeless Christmas hymn cut through the ages: Hark! 
Listen. Slow down. Reflect. There is a message at the heart of the Christmas narrative that 
is for the entire world. It is the most beautiful message there is: God has provided a way 
to Himself. He has sent His treasured Son to walk among us and show us the pathway to 
peace with Him. Hark! Don’t miss this. Hark! Emmanuel has come. HARK!

Whether you celebrate Advent, or will simply read this book as a Christmas devotional, let 
it usher you into a month-long attitude of listening. As you are surrounded by the busy-ness 
of Christmas, listen closely for the true message of the season: the promised Christ-child 
stepped out of heaven into our midst in order to bring a broken world back to God. 

Merry Christmas. And happy harking!
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Life is full of contradictions. Ever eaten jumbo shrimp? Seems like a contradiction, doesn’t it? 
What about a crash landing? Isn’t it either one or the other? Deafening silence. Small crowd. 
Random order. Delicious Taco Bell. (OK, so I made that last one up.) Each of these phrases 
implies a contradiction, even if we understand their meaning. If you think about it, there could 
even be a potential contradiction in celebrating Jesus’ birth. Huh?

Read John 1:1-3. In these first few verses from the introduction of John’s Gospel, John the Apostle 
says, “in the beginning was the Word.” Let’s unpack this a bit. The “beginning” John is referring to 
is Creation. And “the Word”? That’s a phrase John uses here to refer to Jesus. John is communicat-
ing a very important truth. He’s pointing out that Jesus has always existed. And so in this sense, the 
one whose birth we celebrate was never born. He has always been.

How do we make sense of this, and why is it important? Well, we know God as “triune,” 
three in one, existing as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each Person has distinct personal 
attributes, but is completely undivided in their being. Jesus has always been God. And since 
God is eternal (He was never created), Jesus is too. 

Why is this important? Because the decision Jesus made to break into our reality changed 
everything. Because of His perfect holiness, God knew that the sin of humankind would always 
separate Himself from His creation. And so Jesus was always God’s plan. Born out of the amaz-
ing love He has for us, Jesus chose to wrap Himself in human flesh, step out of heaven, and take 
on fragile humanity. Why? So that ultimately He could live the perfect life we could never live, 
to die the death we deserved, to purchase peace with God that we could never earn on our own.  

So this is why we celebrate the birth of the One who has always been. Taking on our sin ultimately 
meant embracing a birthday. In a manger. On a Judean hillside. 2,000 years ago. And we should be 
eternally grateful for it. 

CONSIDER THIS . . . 
• Grab a piece of scratch paper and write this sentence: “I’m thankful Jesus came to earth because 
_________________.” Now, fill in the blank with a few reasons why you’re thankful God’s plan 
called for Jesus to step out of heaven and into earth. 

• What do you hope to gain by spending the next five weeks reading these devotions?

JOHN 1:1-3
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Have you ever heard of the story of Hachiko the dog? Hachiko lived nearly a hundred years 
ago in Japan.  Every day Hachiko would walk from the home of his owner, a man named 
Hidesaburo Ueno, to the Shibuya train station to wait on Ueno to return from work. One 
day, Ueno did not return. He had suffered a stroke and died. But that didn’t stop Hachiko 
from waiting. Every day for more than nine years, Hachiko returned to the station to wait 
for his owner. Hachiko was faithful in a way that captured the attention of Japan, and the 
world. Books and movies have been written about him. During his life, and long after his 
death, Hachiko is remembered for his amazing faithfulness. 

Take a moment and read Matthew 1:1-17. This, as verse 1 explains, is the genealogy of Jesus. In 
other words, this is Jesus’ family tree, traced through Joseph’s line (as was the custom in those 
days). There is a lot that we can learn from this genealogy. The main thing is that Jesus’ lineage is 
traced all the way back through David to Abraham. This is important because it meant that Jesus’ 
birth fulfilled some specific Old Testament prophecies related to the Messiah coming from the 
line of David. But there is something else we see here, something found in verse 17. 

It’s easy for us to miss the importance of this mini-history lesson. But to Matthew’s origi-
nal audience, these words in verse 17 would literally SCREAM of God’s faithfulness. God 
promised Abraham He’d make him a father of a great nation. He was faithful in this. David 
was seen as the most-treasured king of Israel, viewed by many as the height of God’s promise 
to make Israel a mighty nation. The siege by Babylon was God’s judgment over His people for 
their rebellion. But Jesus represents God’s faithfulness in a powerful way. 

Jesus was the greater Abraham, the “father” of all nations, unifying Jews and Gentiles through 
faith in Him. Jesus was the greater David, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And Jesus is 
the ultimate deliverer from God’s judgment, saving us once-and-for-all from sin and death. 
As you begin to prepare to celebrate this Christmas season, never forget that God is uniquely 
faithful. He will never forsake you. He is always present, always mighty to save.  

CONSIDER THIS . . . 
• Can you think of an example of God’s faithfulness in your life?

• How can you be a messenger of God’s faithfulness this Christmas season? What can you do to 
remind people that God has not forgotten them?

MATTHEW 1:1-17

M O N D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  2 81 2

3 4



Waiting is something most people struggle with (even though these days waiting in line or 
for someone to show up at a restaurant just means you get extra time to check social media or 
play a video game on your phone). We’re impatient by nature. But the funny thing is that God 
often sees waiting in a different light than we do. God will sometimes make us wait so that we 
learn to appreciate what He has already planned to reveal to us. 

Read Luke 1:5-7. What do we learn about Zechariah and Elizabeth here? We learn Zecha-
riah is a priest. We learn Elizabeth is the daughter of priestly heritage (that’s what the whole 

“daughters of Aaron” means). We learn that they are righteous. But we also learn something 
about them in verse 7: they have been waiting for a child that has not come. 

The theme of “waiting” runs through the Christmas narrative, but it’s easy for us to miss it if 
we don’t know the backstory. If we go back to the time of David, something like 1,000 years 
before Jesus was born, God was constantly speaking through His prophets. If you were an 
Israelite during those days, God’s presence seemed like a constant thing. But as the Israelites 
drifted from God, He chose to speak predictions of judgment through His prophets, warning 
the people what would happen if they didn’t return to God. With each message of judgment 
there was also the promise of future hope when the Messiah would come. But the people 
never listened to the message. Judgment came as God promised it would. The people were 
scattered and defeated. 

Then, as far as we know, God went silent. For close to 400 years we have no recorded revela-
tion from God. God was not absent, but He was quiet. God was letting His people wait. They 
had been waiting in anticipation for the Messiah to come. They had been waiting for God to 
speak. They had been waiting for hundreds of years. But suddenly this changed. The Christmas 
story is essentially about God breaking His silence and speaking into the void. The wait was 
over. God was moving, and nothing would ever be the same. 

CONSIDER THIS . . . 
• Why is waiting on God difficult at times? 

• What can you do to keep your faith strong as you wait? 

LUKE 1:5-7
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