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This is a preview of (NT) Encounters.

It contains a few samples of the different daily devotions students will find in the book.



If you have any questions about this sample, or about ordering (NT) Encounters, or the companion book, (OT) Encounters, please give us a call (888.969.6360) or email us (customercare@youthministry360.com). We're happy to help however we can.



Keep your camera app on your phone ready as you go through your day. When you 
see a place or situation in which you can show compassion, do so. Then after you’ve 
shown genuine compassion, take a pic, Vine, or other brief video talking about how 
it makes you feel to truly show compassion to someone. Share it with the world if 
you dare!

Week 2 // Day 5 // DORCAS
KEY TRUTH: Live Life With A Christ-like Compassion

Sometimes I think we may forget how much of an impact our love and 
sharing in the ups and downs of life have on people. One word, one 
smile, or one kind gesture can bring a ray of hope into an otherwise 
dark day. 

Check out Acts 9: 36-41 for an amazing story about an amazing wom-
an who just might rock your world.

Dorcas, also called Tabitha, helped the poor and cared for the sick. She 
made such an impact on her community that when she got sick and 
died, people wouldn’t merely settle for a tearful earthly goodbye. They 
called on Peter who came to the scene. Hearing the many prayers of 
His children, God used Peter to raise Dorcas from the dead that day. 
Many people started a relationship with Jesus through this mighty act 
of God! 

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, the idea of compassionately giving to meet 
the needs of others should be deeply etched into our hearts. Whether 
it’s the tearful hugs of compassion meant to comfort in times of loss, 
or the adrenaline-charged high-fives in celebration of overcoming one 
of the hurricanes of life, when people reach out in compassion toward 
other people, something special happens.  

When you see someone hurting, offer them a kind word, a gentle pat 
on the shoulder, and a prayer. When you see someone experience vic-
tory in some way, celebrate with them with a visible happiness and 
excitement. High-fives are not reserved just for sports!

Your actions can add an extra boost of joy and comfort to the hearts of 
the people you encounter along the journey. Take on the compassion 
of Dorcas and go be Jesus to the world today! 
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Week 3 // Day 1 // THE SINFUL WOMAN
KEY TRUTH: Humility Is A Good Response to Jesus’ Sacrifice

Forgiveness of sins was bought with a very high price. Jesus gave His 
life on the cross, turning a tool of gruesome and humiliating death 
into the most significant symbol of victory in the world. And when 
it comes to forgiveness, it doesn’t matter to Jesus how much a person 
has sinned or how bad a person’s reputation has become. His blood 
covers everything, offering a fresh start to anyone who will believe. 
 
Go to Luke 7:36-50 and take time to carefully read this story of humil-
ity. A woman with a bad reputation approaches a dinner group full of 
religious leaders and Jesus. She proceeds to bow before Jesus washing 
His dusty feet with expensive perfume, using her hair as a cleaning 
cloth. The religious leaders are quick to criticize her but Jesus responds 
to them quickly, praising her for receiving His forgiveness of her sins.

It’s so easy to fall into the trap of viewing others as lesser than one’s 
self, when in reality a guy or girl needs to evaluate his or her own 
shortcomings instead of gossip about another person’s sin problems. 
All believers in Jesus are merely sinners saved by God’s grace. A life-
long Christ-follower is no more valuable in God’s eyes than a new be-
liever. A believer is no greater than an unbeliever. The difference be-
tween sinner and saint is simply that one has grasped the transforming 
power of Christ’s sacrifice, and the other has not.

Whether you feel like a sinner or a saint today, approach and bow be-
fore Jesus like the “Sinful Woman” did. Cling tightly to the life-chang-
ing, transforming power of the cross! Desire the humility of this forgiv-
en woman. Be unashamed to demonstrate your love for Jesus in front 
of all your peers!

 

Think of a few very humiliating, reputation-wrecking sins a teenager can get 
caught up in. Write them down in the space below.

Did anyone come to mind as you thought of those sins? Perhaps people 
you heard rumors about? Perhaps yourself? Write these people’s first 
initials in the space below.

Close today by spending a few moments asking God for two things: 
 
1) To help you focus on humbly asking for God’s help with your own 
sin struggles 

2) To help you reach out to those around you who are hurting and need 
to humbly approach and receive Jesus’ grace into their lives  
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Week 4 // Day 3 // THE CENTURION
KEY TRUTH: Your Faith Is The Key To Experiencing God

A very wise man by the name of Martin Luther once said, “God our Fa-
ther has made all things depend on faith so that whoever has faith will 
have everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing.” 

After re-reading the quote a couple of more times, imagine that you’re 
a wealthy person with a large family, a large house, and several  
employees who cook and clean for you. You love your employees and 
truly appreciate how they take care of you and your family. 

One day while in your large corner office at your huge company you 
receive and urgent text stating that your cook has gotten very sick and 
could die today. This shocks you and causes you to be deeply saddened. 
How do you respond from there? What is your course of action?  

Grab your Bible or Bible app and look up Matthew 8:5-13. A Centurion 
was a high-ranking officer in the Roman army. This Centurion sought 
out Jesus and asked Him to heal his servant. But he took faith a step 
farther. He acknowledged Jesus didn’t even have to go to where the 
sick person lay to heal him or her. In fact the officer asked Jesus to 
just “say the word” from right where they stood and his servant would  
be healed.

Jesus was amazed by this man’s great faith, a faith deeper than He’d 
seen in anyone on His earthly mission. This man knew that Jesus’ pow-
er transcended physical location. His deep faith gave him the confi-
dence to ask for Jesus’ healing on the spot.

Jesus rewarded the officer’s faith. Like Martin Luther said, everything 
depends on faith. Does your life depend on your faith for everything?

Spend a few moments memorizing this quote today:

“God our Father 
has made all things 
depend on faith so 
that whoever has 

faith will have 
everything, and 

whoever does not 
have faith will 
have nothing.”
—Martin Luther

Pray that God will help you to make the message of this quote, and 
more importantly the message of faith in Christ, your life’s purpose.
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Week 3 // Day 5 // PAUL
KEY TRUTH: God Can Use Anyone

If you ever get a chance to hear a radio or TV add for a financial in-
vestment company, there is usually a disclaimer at the end of the com-
mercial that says something like this: “Past performance doesn’t predict 
future gains.” The idea is simple: The folks who want to sell you stocks 
are legally obligated to tell you that just because a stock or a mutual 
fund made money in the past, doesn’t mean that it will make money in 
the future. You give your money knowing there is a risk.

Take your Bible and check out Ephesians 3:7-8. Do you remember who 
Paul was? Recall that at one point in his life he was the chief enemy of 
the Church. He hunted down Christ-followers and threw them in jail. 
Yet God saved Paul and in turn, used Paul for His purposes. Paul turned 
out to be one of the people most responsible for the spread of Christi-
anity in the 1st century. 

But what did Paul say in these verses? He’s talking about God giving 
him a very distinct and important task, a task that would have seemed 
insane just a few years before. 

Past performance can’t predict future performance. This is scary when 
it comes to stocks. But when it comes to our lives, this is an awesome 
thing. No matter how you may have messed up, God stands ready to 
use you. Like Paul, all you have to do is get on the same page with God 
and have a willing spirit. God is faithful to put you to use to grow His 
Kingdom. 

What are some of the biggest truths you have come to understand about Jesus and 
the Bible in your life? What do you want to understand better? Use the upper half 
of the page to jot down key things you already understand. For the bottom half, write 
down some things you want to better understand about your faith.
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